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Module V.1a: Ancient India
Directions: Read and watch the videos included within the presentation and complete the questions that follow.  Type your responses directly in this document, save the file (V.1a_LAST NAME) and submit it to the dropbox. 
1. Explain how the geography of the Indian subcontinent supported the development of the early Indus river valley civilizations.  Be sure to focus on agriculture, culture, and security.
	


2. Explain how the cities of the Indus River Valley were similar to and different from those in Mesopotamia and Egypt.  Be sure to provide examples and review your previous notes if you need more information.
	


3. Explain two ways the Aryan invasion changed civilization on the Indian subcontinent.
	


4. What is the significance of Brahman in the Hindu religion? 

	


5. What are the major beliefs of Hinduism?

	


6. What was the Caste system and why do you believe it was important to Ancient Indian culture?

	


7. Why did Siddartha Guatama break with Hinduism?

	


8. What are the three major beliefs of Buddhism, and how does Buddhism currently impact South and Southeast Asian society and culture?

	


9. Who was the founder of the Mauryan Empire?  What were the characteristics of the empire under his rule and how did they change under the leadership of Asoka?  
	


10. What do you believe was Asoka’s greatest contribution?
	


11. Briefly describe how Asoka spread Buddhism beyond India. 

	


12. When and why was the Gupta Empire established? 

	


13. What were the major scientific and cultural achievements during the Gupta Empire (India’s Golden Age)?  Be sure to explain the importance of each.  
	

	

	

	

	

	


14. Considering the major scientific and cultural achievements of the Gupta Empire, what do you believe was the most important achievement?  Why?
	


